House Swap
(conversation lesson)
level: pre-intermediate (A2) +
time: 60 min

class: one to one
skills: speaking, listening, reading

Warm-up
1. Ask your student a few questions relatedd to your today’s topic: ‘Where do you usually stay
when you go on holiday? What’s the most unusual place you’ve stayed in?’
2. Ask them if they’ve ever heard of house swap. If they have, ask them to give a definition. If not,
give them worksheet 1 and see if they can make a definition using all the words.
(correct answer: an arrangement where two families exchange houses for a holiday)
3. Ask: ‘What do you think of the idea?’
The Holiday
4. Watch this trailer from the movie The Holiday
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNLhaXujTbk and:
a. if your student hasn’t seen the movie, ask: ‘What did Amanda and Iris do? Why did they do it?
What went wrong?’
b. if they have seen it, ask them for a much more complex introduction of the two main
characters, based on the trailer and on what they remember from the movie, as well as a short
review of the movie
Swap!!!
5. Write a list of pros and cons of house swap and keep it for a later activity.
6. Ask: ‘Do you know anyone who’s tried house swap? How did it go? Where did they travel? Were
they disappointed/excited/shocked/…? Would you try that yourself? Why/why not?’
7. Whether the answer to the previous question was yes or no, tell your student that now they are
going to swap houses with someone! First of all, they have to choose where they want to go. Go
to homeexchange.com and let them choose 2 or 3 places they like. If you are short of time or do
not have Internet connection, you can use the ones in worksheet 2. Ask them to sum up the
pros and cons of each place. Which one would be their first choice and why?
8. Now role-play the following situation: you are your student’s flatmate and now that they’ve
found a perfect place to swap, they have to persuade you to go for it, too! Be very reluctant and
make your student fight for it. You can use the arguments you listed in point 5.
Homework
9. Ask your student to write an ad for their house/flat to place on homeexchange.com. Remind
them to make sure that the description sounds attractive enough to catch other home
exchangers’ eye!
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